From the President’s Desk

Back to
Madagascar

This summer, I have the honor of
conducting the annual review of pro-
jects being funded and managed Ey
CRMF. AgIfinalize my reservations
and itinerary, I look forward to return-
ing to Madagascar for the first time
gince the summer of 2000. I am eager
to see many of the same faces that
greeted me six years ago while also
anticipating all of the changes that
have occurred since my first visit.

As we complete work on our three-
year strale%(ic plan, we are continuing
to identify key areas of need and op-
portunities for development. One such
area concerns transporting dozens of
computers with new Windows operat-
ing systems to Madaghascar, a project
made possible through the cooperation
and generosity of Cincinnati area do-
nors — Dinsmore & Shohl, Cincinnati
Computer Cooperative, Caring Part-
ners International, and Kattus Pro-
Team Sports. Delivering this technol-
ogy to the Toamasina area will open
countless doors for students and fami-
lies. The computers will aid classroom
leamning, further promote literacy, and
provide practical skills needed for em-
ployment. Eventually, we hope to pro-
vide internet access that will facilitate
contact with people outside the com-
munity and, indesd, around the world!

My hope is that the next three years
will prove to be just as successful as
our first years and that CRMF’s pro-
jects and initiafives will continue to
serve as groundbreaking steps in de-
velopment on Madagascar’s eastern

“Forgetting their sorrows for a few hours” —
Prisoners attend CRMF-funded Christmas program

With the help of a small CRMF grant, Brother Edwin Joseph, Sister Jeanne
d’Arc, and a group of volunteers brought the first-ever Christimas program to
prisoners at the city prison in Tamatave. This prison houses a thousand men,
women, and teenage boys. The prisoners enjoyed a special meal, the celebra-
tion of Christinas Mass, group songs, and a puppet show performance.

The volunteers reported that, for them, this experience became a Christimas
Eve gift of inner joy. In passing along to CRMF the thanks of prisoners,
guards, and volunteers alike, Brother Edwin pronounced this special program
a “memorable” success for all who were involved. One volunteer even called
it the best Christmas of his life. Brother Edwin added that this was undoubt-
edly the feeling among the prisoners who participated, “forgetting all their

sorrows for a few hours.”
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8. Jeamne d’ Arc and vohmteers ready the Christimas dinner (left) and prisoners line up with

plastic bowls and fin cups to receive their portions.
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Singing, dancing and a puppet show helped make the day a festive one.
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charity. Its mission is to respond to the needs of the
poor of Mad_?gas:ar. paricularly in the area of
oamasina/Tamatave.
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Computers cont. Foundation extends a sincere thank-
and then to oversee the packing and  you! The people of Tamatave are al-
shipping of a 20-foot sealed container ready eagerly anticipating their classes
to Madagascar. Rhonda sugpested we  in computer training,
wrap the computers in donated cloth- :
ing — also much needed among Mada-
gascar’s poor and we acquired an-
other local collaborator in the project.
Leah Kattus of Kattus Pro-Team .
Sports in Cincinnati checked her ware- S
house — new clothing in abundance 1
was donated for our enterprise.
This summer, a container filled with & |
computers packed in clothing will be- _
gin the trip from the U.S. to the port of
Tamatave. By fall, Brother Edwin Jo- :
seph hopes to have the region’s first E . e i
computer literacy training program up A € : z
and running. To all our partners in this y ean Rattus and Mike McCullough sort cloth-
project, Caring Response Madagascar  ing for Madagascar at the Kattus warchouse.
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